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A dozen 140ft wind turbines on the edge of the Lake District are due to be dismantled next summer after a 
decision which could result in many more being removed to restore views. 
 

 

The wind farm on Kirkby Moor on the Furness peninsula in Cumbria would be the first large one to be taken down 

since they began appearing around Britain in 1991 

The wind farm on Kirkby Moor on the Furness peninsula in Cumbria would be the first large one to be taken down 

since they began appearing around Britain in 1991. 

South Lakeland district council refused an application by the wind farm operator to keep the turbines operating for 

another ten years until 2027. 

Under the original planning permission, granted in 1992, the turbines have to be removed by August 26 next year. 

The council’s decision follows a campaign by the Friends of the Lake District (FLD) and the Open Spaces Society 

(OSS), which argued that the turbines blighted views from within the Lake District National Park. 

The distance to the park boundary from the nearest turbine is 800 metres. Laura Fiske, FLD planning officer, said the 

decision set a precedent which would make it easier to resist applications from other wind farm operators to extend 

the life of visually intrusive turbines for which planning permission will soon expire. 

She said: “This decision is a victory for the local communities who live in the shadow of this development imposed 

on them by the government in the early 1990s. This decision reflects the tireless effort they have put in to make 

their voices heard.” 

Kate Ashbrook, OSS general secretary, said: “We objected because the turbines are a severe intrusion in a wild 

landscape, highly visible from many directions and in particular from the Lake District national park. 

“Furthermore, the turbines occupy a significant area of registered common land, where the public has the right to 

walk and commoners have the right to graze stock. The moor is also criss-crossed with public rights of way. 

“Now we need to make sure that every trace of the turbines is removed when the current consent expires next 

year, so that this magnificent common is restored to its former glory.” 
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